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White-faced Ibis



Orders for birds are listed first, in CAPITAL bold, and under-
line followed by the family, in bold & CAPITAL and then the
species of that group.  Any subfamilies will be listed under
family in bold, ex:

ORDER Sp Su F W
FAMILY: COMMON FAMILY GROUPS
Sub-family
[ ] *Bird Species name

GAVIIFORMES
GAVIIDAE: LOONS
[ ] Common loon  r  r
[ ] Pacific loon  r  r

PODICIPEDIFORMES
PODICIPEDIDAE: GREBES
[ ] *Pied-billed grebe  c  c c u
[ ] Horned grebe  r r
[ ] *Eared grebe  c  c c u
[ ] *Western grebe  c  c c r
[ ] *Clark’s grebe  c  c c r

PELECANIFORMES
PELECANIDAE: PELICANS
[ ] *American white pelican  c  c c r

PHALACROCORACIDAE: CORMORANTS
[ ] *Double-crested cormorant  c  c c r

CICONIIFORMES
ARDEIDAE: HERONS
[ ] *Great blue heron  c  c c u
[ ] *Great egret  c  c c u
[ ] *Snowy egret  c  c c r
[ ] *Cattle egret  u  u u r
[ ] *Black-crowned night heron  c  c c u
[ ] *American bittern  u  u u r
[ ] Green heron  r r
[ ] *Least  bittern  r  r r

CATHARTIDAE: NEW WORLD VULTURES
[ ] Turkey vulture  c  c c

THRESKIORNITHIDAE: IBISES
[ ] *White-faced ibis  c  c c r

ANSERIFORMES
ANATIDAE: SWANS, GEESE, AND DUCKS
Cygnini: Swans
[ ] Tundra swan  c c c
[ ] Trumpeter swan r

Stillwater National Wildlife Refuge Complex is composed of
three refuges: Stillwater, Fallon, and Anaho Island.  It
encompasses a great diversity of habitat, from freshwater
marshes and river habitat to brackish water marshes, alkali
playas, extensive salt desert shrublands, a 25-mile long
sand dune complex, and a small island in a desert lake.

During Spring months, thousands of waterfowl return to
nest,  including Redhead, Cinnamon teal, Gadwall, Avocet,
Grebes, and Stilt.  Songbirds also start to appear during
these months, returning from their summer homes to breed
here in Lahontan valley or further to the North.

Another buildup of birds occurs in the fall, August through
November, as the thousands of birds make their return trip
to their southern wintering grounds.  The fall waterfowl
migration peaks during October and November as 200,000
Pintail, Northern Shoveler, Green-winged teal, and nearly
25% of the Pacific Flyway population of Cansvasback, can
be found on the refuge.

Tundra swans are prominent winter residents, sometimes
exceeding 8,000 in January. Other visitors from the North
include Canada geese, Snow geese, Rough-legged hawks,
and Bald eagles.

Waterflow for all of the refuge land is dependant upon snow
fall in the Sierra-Nevada’s, the Stillwater range, and  some
from the Humboldt range to the North.  A dry winter in these
mountains, means a dry summer in the refuges and fewer
birds stay to breed.  A lot of rain and snow in the mountains,
means very wet conditions, and birds, everywhere!

This list contains over 250 birds which have been
documented  on Stillwater National Wildlife Refuge
Complex, from those seen every season, to a group of
birds that have been documented less than 5 times.

Season codes Months for season
Sp = Spring March-May
Su = Summer June-August
F = Fall September-November
W = Winter December-February

Abundance codes
c = Common: occurs regularly in large numbers
u = Uncommon: occurs fairly regular in small numbers
r  = Rare: a few noted, but not always every year

A * by a bird’s name means it has been known to breed in
the refuge and/or the Lahontan Valley.

[ ] = check box



Sp Su F W
Anserinae: Geese
[ ] *Canada goose (4 races)  c  c c c
[ ] Greater white-fronted  u u r
[ ] Brant  r r
[ ] Snow goose  c c u
[ ] Ross’ goose  u u

Anatinae: Ducks
[ ] *Mallard  c  c c c
[ ] * Northern pintail  c  u c u
[ ] *Gadwall  c  c c u
[ ] *American wigeon  c  u c u
[ ] Eurasian wigeon  r r
[ ] *Green-winged teal  c  u c u
[ ] *Blue-winged teal  u  r u
[ ] *Cinnamon teal  c  c c r
[ ] *Northern Shoveler  c  u c u
[ ] Lesser scaup  u u u
[ ] Greater scaup  r r r
[ ] Ring-necked duck  u u u
[ ] *Canvasback  c  r c u
[ ] *Redhead  c  c c u
[ ] Long-tailed duck r
[ ] Surf scoter  r r r
[ ] White-winged scoter  r r
[ ] Common goldeneye  u u u
[ ] Barrow’s goldeneye  r r r
[ ] Bufflehead  c c c
[ ] *Ruddy duck  c  c c u
[ ] Comon merganser  c c c
[ ] Red-breasted merganser  r r r
[ ] Hooded merganser  u u u
[ ] *Wood duck  u  u u u

FALCONIFORMES
ACCIPITRIDAE: HAWKS, AND EAGLES
[ ] Sharp-shinned hawk  c c c
[ ] Cooper’s hawk  c c c
[ ] Northern goshawk  r r r
[ ] *Red-tailed hawk  c  c c c
[ ] Rough-legged hawk  u u u
[ ] Ferruginous hawk  u u u
[ ] Red-shouldered hawk r
[ ] *Swainson’s hawk  u  c u
[ ] *Osprey  u  r u
[ ] Bald eagle  u u u
[ ] *Golden eagle  u  u u u
[ ] *Northern harrier  c  c c c

FALCONIDAE: FALCONS
[ ] *American kestrel  c  c c c

Sp Su F W
[ ] Merlin  r r r
[ ] Peregrine falcon  r r r
[ ] *Prairie falcon  u  u u u

GALLIFORMES: GALLINACEOUS BIRDS
PHASIANIDAE: GROUSE
[ ] *Chukar  r  r r r
[ ] *Ring-necked pheasant  u  u u u
[ ] *Wild turkey  u  u u u

ODONTOPHORIDAE
[ ] *California quail  c  c c c

GRUIFORMES: CRANES & RAILS
GRUIDAE: CRANES
[ ] Sandhill crane  r r r

RALLIDAE: RAILS, GALLINUES, & COOTS
[ ] *American coot  c  c c c
[ ] *Common moorhen  r  u r r
[ ] *Sora  u  u u u
[ ] *Virginia rail  c  c c u

CHARADRIIFORMES: SHOREBIRDS
CHARADRIIDAE: PLOVERS
[ ] *Killdeer  c  c c c
[ ] Black-bellied plover  u u
[ ] American golden plover  r r
[ ] Semipalmated plover  u u
[ ] *Snowy plover  u  u u
[ ] Mountain plover r

RECURVIROSTRIDAE: STILTS & AVOCETS
[ ] *Black-necked stilt  c  c c
[ ] *American avocet  c  c c u

SCOLOPACIDAE: SANDPIPERS
[ ] Sanderling  r r
[ ] Dunlin  c u
[ ] Red knot  r r
[ ] Semi-palmated sandpiper  r r
[ ] Pectoral sandpiper  r u
[ ] Baird’s sandpiper  r  r u
[ ] Ruddy turnstone  r r
[ ] *Spotted sandpiper  u  u u r
[ ] Solitary sandpiper  r r
[ ] Lesser  yellowlegs  u  r u r
[ ] Greater  yellowlegs  u  r u r
[ ] Common snipe  u  u u u
[ ] Long-billed dowitcher  c  u c



Sp Su F W

[ ] Short-billed dowitcher  r  r r
[ ] Willet  u  u u
[ ] Marbled godwit  c  u c r
[ ] *Long-billed curlew  u  u u r
[ ] Red-necked phalarope  c  c c
[ ] *Wilson’s phalaprope  c  c c

LARIDAE: GULLS & TERNS
[ ] Herring gull  u u u
[ ] Ring-billed gull  c  c c u
[ ] *California gull  c  c c u
[ ] Thayer’s gull r
[ ] Franklin’s gull  r  u r
[ ] Bonaparte’s gull  u  r u
[ ] *Forster’s tern  u  c u
[ ] Common tern  r r
[ ] *Caspian tern  u  u u
[ ] *Black tern  c  u c

COLUMBIFORMES:
COLUMBIDAE: PIGEONS & DOVES
[ ] *Rock dove  u  u u u
[ ] Band-tailed pigeon  r  r r
[ ] *Mourning dove  u  c c u

STRIGIFORMES: OWLS
TYTONIDAE: BARN OWLS
[ ] *Barn owl  c  c c c

STRIGIDAE: OWLS
[ ] *Great horned owl  c  c c c
[ ] *Long-eared owl  u  r r u
[ ] *Short-eared owl  u  r u u
[ ] *Western screech owl  u  u u u
[ ] *Burrowing owl  u  u u

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: NIGHTJARS
CAPRIMULGIDAE: NIGHTJARS
[ ] *Common nighthawk  u  c u

APODIFORMES: SWIFTS & HUMMINGBIRDS
APODIDAE: SWIFTS
[ ] Vaux’s  swift  r
[ ] White-throated swift  r  r r

TROCHILIDAE: HUMINGBIRDS
[ ] *Black-chinned humingbird  u  u u
[ ] Broad-tailed humingbird  r r
[ ] Rufous humingbird  u u
[ ] Calliope humingbird  u r u

Sp Su F W
CORACIIFORMES: KINGFISHERS
ALCEDINIDAE: KINGFISHERS
[ ] Belted kingfisher  u  u u u

PICIIFORMES: WOODPECKERS
PICIIDAE: WOODPECKERS
[ ] Lewis’ woodpecker  r  r r
[ ] *Downy woodpecker  u  u u u
[ ] Hairy woodpecker  u  u u u
[ ] Red-naped sapsucker  u  r u
[ ] *Northern flicker (red shafted)  c  c c c

PASSERIFORMES: PERCHING BIRDS
TYRANNIDAE: FLYCATCHERS
[ ] Eastern kingbird  r  r r
[ ] *Western kingbird  c  c c
[ ] Western wood pewee  c  o c
[ ] Olive-sided flycatcher  u  u u
[ ] Black phoebe  r  r r
[ ] *Say’s phoebe  u  u u r
[ ] Ash-throated flycatcher  r  r r
[ ] Willow flycatcher  u  r u
[ ] Western (Codilleran) flycatcher  u  u u
[ ] Hammond’s flycatcher  u  r u
[ ] Dusky flycatcher  u  u u
[ ] Gray flycatcher  c  u c

ALAUDIDAE: LARKS
[ ] *Horned Lark  c  c c c

HIRUNDINIDAE: SWALLOWS
[ ] Purple martin  r r
[ ] Tree swallow  c  u c
[ ] *Violet-green swallow  u  u u
[ ] *Barn swallow  c  c c
[ ] *Cliff swallow  c  c c
[ ] *Bank swallow  c  u c
[ ] *Northern rough-winged swallow  c  r c

CORVIDAE: MAGPIES, CROWS, & JAYS
[ ] Stellar’s jay  r  r r r
[ ] Western scrub jay  r  r r r
[ ] *Black-billed magpie  c  c c c
[ ] *American crow  u  u u u
[ ] *Common raven  c  c c c

PARIDAE: CHICKADEES & TITMICE
[ ] Mountain chickadee  r r u
[ ] Juniper titmouse  r  r r r



Sp Su F W
AEGITHALIDAE: BUSHTIT
[ ] *Bushtit  u  r u u

SITTIDAE: NUTHATCHES
[ ] White-breasted nuthatch  u  u u
[ ] Red-breasted nuthatch  u  r u
[ ] Pygmy nuthatch  r  r r

CERTHIIDAE: CREEPERS
[ ] Brown creeper  r r r

TROGLODYTIDAE: WRENS
[ ] *House wren  u  u u
[ ] *Bewick’s wren  u  u u r
[ ] *Marsh wren  c  c c c
[ ] *Rock wren  u  u u u

TURDIDAE: THRUSHES
[ ] *American robin  c  c c u
[ ] Varied thrush  r r r
[ ] *Western bluebird  u u r
[ ] Mountain bluebird  r r u
[ ] Townsend’s solitaire  u u r
[ ] Hermit thrush  u u r
[ ] Swainson’s thrush  u u

SYLVIIDAE: GNATCATCHERS
[ ] Blue-gray gnatcatcher  r  r r

REGULIDAE: KINGLETS
[ ] Ruby-crowned kinglet  u u r
[ ] Golden-crowned kinglet  u u u

LANIIDAE: SHRIKES
[ ] *Loggerhead shrike  c  c c u
[ ] Northern shrike r

MIMIDAE: MOCKINGBIRDS & THRASHERS
[ ] *Sage thrasher  u  u u
[ ] *Northern mockingbird  r  u r r

MOTACILLIDAE: PIPITS & WAGTAILS
[ ] American pipit  u u c

BOMBYCILIDAE: WAXWINGS
[ ] Cedar waxwing  r r r
[ ] Bohemian waxwing r

STURNIDAE: STARLINGS
[ ] *European starling  c  c c c

Sp Su F W
VIREONIDAE: VIREOS
[ ] Cassin’s vireo  u  u u
[ ] Plumbeous vireo  u  u u
[ ] *Warbling vireo  c  c c

PARULIDAE: WOOD WARBLERS
[ ] Yellow warbler  u  c u
[ ] Wilson’s warbler  u u
[ ] Yellow-rumped warbler  u  r c u
[ ] Orange-crowned warbler  u u r
[ ] Nashville warbler  r  r r
[ ] Black-throated gray warbler  u  r u
[ ] Townsend’s warbler  r r
[ ] *Yellow-breasted chat  r  u r
[ ] *Common yellowthroat  u  u u
[ ] MacGillivray’s warbler  u u

CARDINALIDAE: GROSBEAKS & BUNTINGS
[ ] *Blue grosbeak  u  u u
[ ] *Lazuli bunting  u  u u
[ ] *Black-headed grosbeak  u  u u

EMBERIZIDAE: TOWHEES & SPARROWS
[ ] *Song sparrow  c  c u u
[ ] *Lincoln’s sparrow  r r
[ ] Chipping sparrow  u  u
[ ] Brewer’s sparrow  u  u u
[ ] Lark sparrow  u  u
[ ] *Black-throated sparrow  u  u u u
[ ] *Sage sparrow  u  u u u
[ ] *Savannah sparrow  u  u u u
[ ] Vesper sparrow  u  u u
[ ] White-throated sparrow  r r
[ ] White-crowned sparrow  c u c
[ ] Harris’ sparrow  r r r
[ ] Dark-eyed junco  u u c
[ ] *Spotted towhee  r  r r r
[ ] *Green-tailed towhee  u u

ICTERIDAE: BLACKBIRDS & ORIOLES
[ ] *Red-winged blackbird  c  c c c
[ ] *Yellow-headed blackbird  c  c c r
[ ] *Western meadowlark  c  c c c
[ ] *Great-tailed grackle  r  r r r
[ ] *Brown-headed cowbird  u  u u
[ ] *Brewer’s blackbird  c  c c c
[ ] *Bullock’s oriole  u  u u

THRAUPIDAE: TANAGERS
[ ] Western tanager  u  u u



This bird list was compiled from field observations by US
Fish & Wildlife Service biologists, local ornithologists, and
reference literature, including: Birds of Northwestern
Nevada Checklist compiled by Nevada Division of Wildlife;
Birds Stillwater Wildlife Management Area Nevada com-
piled by USFWS with acknowledgements to J.R. Alcorn;
Birds of the Lahontan Valley: A guide to Nevada’s Wetland
Oasis by Graham Chisholm and Larry A. Neel; and Birds of
North America by Kenn Kaufman.

Have questions, comments, or concerns?  For more info,
contact:

Refuge Manager

Stillwater National Wildlife Refuge
1000 Auction Road
Fallon, NV 89406
Phone (775) 428-6452

Email:stillwater@r1.fws.gov

Sp Su F W
FRINGILLIDAE: FINCHES
[ ] *House finch  u  u u u
[ ] Cassin’s finch  r  r r r
[ ] American goldfinch  u  r r u
[ ] Pine siskin  u  u u
[ ] Lesser goldfinch  r  u r
[ ] Evening grosbeak  u  u u

PASSERIDAE: OLD WORLD SPARROWS
[ ] *House sparrow  c  c c c

The following species have been seen on the refuge,
though fewer than 5 sightings have been documented.
They are either accidentals or escapees:

Brown pelican
Marabou stork
Wood stork
American flamingo
Fulvous whistling duck
American black duck
Black-shouldered kite
Stilt sandpiper
Glaucous gull
Glaucous-winged gull
Long-tailed jaeger
Pomarine jaeger
Ancient murrelet
White-winged dove
Northern saw-whet owl
Black swift
Anna’s hummingbird
Yellow-bellied sapsucker
Blue jay
Pinyon jay
Clark’s nutcracker
Winter wren
American dipper
Phainopepla
Ovenbird
American redstart
Black-throated blue warbler
Palm warbler
Indigo bunting
Rose-breasted grosbeak
Lapland longspur
McCown’s longspur
American tree sparrow
Fox sparrow
Tri-colored blackbird


